
A Word from our Principal

Mālō lava and welcome to our newsletter which is shared with you in
Samoan Language Week

Thank you for having your children at home with you on Friday. We do understand that
this can be inconvenient for a number of families and work hard to make sure that we
make the most of this time to improve what we do at school. The support staff spent
the day making resources and completing administrative tasks and the teachers
continued with their work in getting a deeper understanding of the new mathematics
curriculum. 

Congratulations to the children who gave their all at the school cross country last
week. They loved hearing all of the support from many, many whānau members who
were able to join us for the event and once again, Sally Kirkpatrik and Hayley Davies
made sure that the day ran like clockwork. From this event, we selected our Inter-
School team who will represent us at the Zone Finals next Wednesday.

The disco last Thursday was a wonderful success and the children had a great time. A
big thank you to our new DJ, Josh who certainly gave the children their money's
worth! As always, the FAB had done a superb job in organising the night and they were
ably supported by parents and teachers on the night.  Thank you too to everyone who
supported this fundraising event. 

Good luck to all of the children who are taking part in the World Vision 40 Hour
Famine next week. We know that there are lots of ways to take part including going
device-free for a certain amount of time. These are valuable expressions of support
for those who are less fortunate than ourselves and money raised will go towards
helping children who are living in areas most affected by climate change. 

On Saturday our Muslim community is celebrating Eid-al-Adha. Eid-al-Adha reminds
people of the significance of faith, sacrifice and unity within the community. We take
this opportunity to wish everyone a beautiful Eid.  

Fa’afetai tele lava (Thank you with appreciation)
Neil Robinson
Principal

Term Two  Calendar of Events 2025

Week 7
9th June Monday- Rimu Assembly 2:15pm -2:45pm
11  June Wednesday - Inter-School Cross Country
Event

th

12th June Thursday- Stepping Out (Kakariki A, Kotare
A&B (Year 2s), Weka)
13th June Friday- Stepping Out (Kākāriki A+B, Weka)
13th June Friday- Kauri Assembly 2:15pm -2:45pm

Week 8
18th June Wednesday -Winter Field Day- Year 5/6
selected students
19th June Thursday- Matariki Celebrations at School
9:15-10:15am 

9.15am Kapa Haka Performances in Te Whau
9.40am Flying manu tukutuku (kites) with your
child's manu class 
10:15 shared kai in your child's manu class - we
ask that every child brings a plate of food

      (More information will be provided on Hero)
20th June Friday- Matariki Day - Public Holiday 
       (School Closed for the day)

Week 9
23rd June Monday - Rimu Assembly- 2:15pm -2.45pm
23rd June Monday - Stepping Out (Pūkeko, Kākāriki B,
Weka)
24th June Tuesday- Stepping Out (Kereru B,Pukeko B)
27th June Friday - Stepping Out (Pukeko B)
27th June Friday- Kauri Assembly 2:15pm -2:45pm

Friday 27th June - Term 2 ends at 3.00pm

Term Two 5th June  2025



Good news: 79% of our students
are attending regularly!

If you are planning an overseas trip, please try
to go during school holidays

Board Decision Regarding School

Donations

The Board of Trustees would like to thank

everyone who contributed to our survey

regarding whether or not we should continue to

be part of the government's School Donations

Scheme. 

Some parents suggested that we should stay in

the school donations scheme and charge parents

for trips and visits for the children, but

unfortunately, this is against the rules that

govern the scheme

After considering all of the feedback, the Board

has decided to stay in this scheme and so will not

be asking parents to pay a school donation for

the next 12 months at least. This decision will be

reviewed at the beginning of term 2 2026. 

Food Orders

These are organised by the Fundraisers at Blockhouse
Bay (FAB) Team and are a great way to keep the income
for this group coming in as they receive a small amount
of money for each order. Ordering can be completed
through Kindo so please ask the office if you are unsure
of how to do this.
The following dates outline what can be ordered and
when:

Pita Pit - ordering closes 9am on the day
Thurs 12th June

Mai Sushi - ordering closes 12pm the day before
Thurs 19th June

Xi'an Food Bar - ordering closes 12pm the day before
Thurs 26th June

Attendance Matters
Our goal is for 75% of students to attend

school regularly — that’s 90% of the
time. Every day counts for learning,
friendships, and routines. Let’s work
together to help our tamariki soar!

Punctuality Matters!

Being on time sets your child up for
a successful day. Sadly, this term,
39% of our students have been late
at least once.
Please help your child come
to school by 8:30am. This
gives them time to get ready
for their day.



2025 Board of Trustees Elections
Every three years, communities around the country have the opportunity to vote for the
people who will represent them on their children’s Board of Trustees. A board works in
partnership with its school, its community, and the government to ensure the best possible
outcome for all ākonga (students), their whānau, and the staff that they employ.

Over the next few months, we will be preparing for and running our school Board elections.
We encourage everyone to consider whether or not they wish to stand for election or wish
to nominate someone else who might be interested in being on the Blockhouse Bay School
Board. Parents of Year 6 children could be thinking about whether or not they would like to
be on the Board of the school that their children will be going to next year and this of
course includes Blockhouse Bay Intermediate School. Nominations will close on 6th August. 

This year, we will run our elections on line and voting papers will be emailed to all caregivers
that we have addresses for. We encourage everyone to update their contact details with
us to ensure that we can send this information to you. 
Our election day this year is Wednesday 10th September.

Meet Andrew Clark – New Branch Manager at Barfoot & Thompson Blockhouse Bay

Blockhouse Bay Barfoot and Thompson have been keen supporters of our school for nearly 10

years and over that time have contributed tens of thousands of dollars to the fundraising efforts

of our FAB group. I met with the new manager Andrew Clark recently and was pleased to know that

he is very keen to continue with this arrangement. I asked him to tell me a l ittle about how he sees

this relationship continuing in the future and have his permission to provide you with the following:

Barfoot & Thompson Blockhouse Bay is delighted to welcome Andrew Clark as the new Branch Manager.

With a strong background in real estate and a genuine passion for people, Andrew is excited to lead the

team and continue the branch’s valued support of Blockhouse Bay Primary School.

He’s committed to assisting with key school initiatives that benefit both students and their families, and

is especially keen to support the school community on their own property journeys—whether buying,

sell ing, exploring property management, or even considering a career in real estate.

Andrew’s warm, approachable nature and deep industry knowledge make him a valuable resource for

anyone needing guidance in real estate.

For friendly advice and professional service, call Andrew Clark  on 021 500 074 ,  or drop into the office

to say hello. He’s looking forward to meeting you and supporting the local community.



Parent Update re 2025 Mid Year Assessment and Reporting

2025 Mid Year Report and Learning Conferences
We are currently working on updating your child’s learning on Hero and by the
end of the term the mid year report for each child wil l be complete. This
includes updated goals, progress against curriculum expectations, learning
posts and a teacher summary statement. We then look forward to meeting
with you at Learning Conferences to discuss your child's progress during the
first week of term three. More details about this wil l be sent out in a few
weeks' time. 

New English and Mathematics Curriculum
​Towards the end of 2024, the Government announced that they required
schools to implement the new Mathematics curriculum as well as the new English
curriculum in 2025. Throughout 2024 and 2025, staff have attended professional
learning both in school and holiday times, and we have also met with MOE staff
and teachers from other schools to support implementation of these new
curricula. New planning tools have been developed and resources accessed to
support teaching. While we are making progress with implementation, we stil l
have more to achieve before we are able to confidently assess and report
against a new curriculum.

Mid-year Reports - No change to reporting against English and Mathematics
Because a new curriculum impacts everything that happens with teaching and learning​ including the
allocation of resources, assessment and reporting, the implementation of a new curriculum document is
usually spread over at least two years. To effectively achieve this process in a compressed time frame, ​
before the mid-year reports, has simply not been achievable. Therefore, we have decided that for mid-
year 2025, we wil l continue to assess and report in the same ways as we have always done and parents
wil l notice very l ittle, if any, difference to what we have done previously. 

What the school will be working on for the next half of the year, ready for 2026

Over the next 6 months, we wil l continue to work hard on implementing the new
Mathematics and English Curriculum. A small group of teachers led by Angie Cannon
(Mathematics) and Annette Bradley, (English) are leading the implementation process.
This includes updating our Learning Pathways and goals, resources, planning and
assessment. It also includes updating Hero in preparation for reporting against the
new English and Mathematics curriculum which we are working to have in place for
2026. 

Once again, please watch out for more information about the mid-year
Whānau/Child/Teacher meetings that we wil l send out in a couple of weeks' time, so
that you can book a time that wil l suit you best. These meetings wil l take place on
Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th July.



We are teaming up with Middlemore
Foundation to warm up winter for 20,000
kids. Too many children are being admitted to
Kidz First Hospital with respiratory illnesses
because they live in cold damp houses. Let's
put an end to this.

Jammies will be given to children at Kidz First
and the 76 primary schools the Foundation
support through the Mana Kidz School Health
programme. The Hospital and School Nurses
are bracing for a tough, busy winter and
knowing we can give a child in their care warm
pyjamas will make such a difference.

If you would like to donate a pair of new
pyjamas, please put them in the box in the
office. Thanks for your support.




