
A Word from our Principal

Mālō e lelei,

This week we celebrated Tongan Language Week and had some fun activities
for the children to do as part of this focus.

Thank you to everyone who has registered their child for the Mathathon and
are helping them to collect their sponsors. This process has proved to be a
great motivator for the children to learn their facts as well as being a
conversation starter for families in the home. If you need any help or have
any questions about the Mathathon, please talk to your child’s teacher or the
school office. 

A reminder to everyone that we are a water-only school (no fizzy drinks, milk
or juice) and the children are not allowed to bring chocolate, lollies, chewing
gum or any foods with nuts in.

We have 9 wonderful candidates for our Board of Trustees elections and we
thank them all for putting their names forward. We now ask our parents to
read through the information about each candidate and to make sure they
have voted before it closes on Wednesday 10  Sepetmber. th

Lastly, watch out for information about our Movie Night which will be taking
place on the evening of Friday 5th September. This is always a popular event
where whole families come to Te Whau to eat popcorn and enjoy a movie
together. Unfortunately, due to the need to pay for a license to show this
movie, we needed to increase the entry fee. 
Places are limited so parents might want to think about getting in early to
secure their seats. 

Ngā mihu maioha,
Neil Robinson
Principal

Term Three 21   August 2025st

Term Three Calendar of Events

Week 6
 25th August Monday - Math-a-thon Launch!
 22nd Aug Friday -Kauri Assembly - 2.15pm

Week 7
25th August Monday - Rimu Assembly - 2.15pm

Week 9
8th September Monday- Rimu Assembly - 2.15pm
10  September Wednesday - Voting closes for Board
of Trustees Elections 

th

12th September Friday -Kauri Assembly - 2.15pm

Week 10
16  September Tuesday - Board Elections results
confirmed

th

17th September Wednesday - Inquiry Community
Event 2-3pm (more details to be provided closer to
the time but parents might want to pencil this time
in to make sure they are available)

19th September Friday - Term 3 ends at 3.00pm

2025 Term Dates
A reminder about the dates this year so that parents
can organise holidays, during the term breaks. 

Term Four - Mon 6th October - Thurs 18th Dec
 Monday 27th October - Labour Day (No
school this day)
 Friday 21st November - Teacher Only Day (No
school this day)



Food Orders
These are organised by the Fundraisers at Blockhouse Bay (FAB) Team and are a great way to keep the
income for this group coming in as they receive a small amount of money for each order. Ordering can
be completed through Kindo so please ask the office if you are unsure of how to do this.  The following
dates outline what can be ordered and when:

Pita Pit - ordering closes 9am on the day
Wednesday 27th August
Wednesday 17th September

Mai Sushi - ordering closes 12pm the day before
Wednesday 3rd September
 
Xi'an Food Bar - ordering closes 12pm the day before
Wednesday 10th September

At Blockhouse Bay Primary, we know that regular attendance makes a big difference to student
success. Our school-wide goal is for 75% of our students to be attending school at least 90% of the
time. This level of attendance gives tamariki the best chance to thrive in their learning.

In Week 4, our attendance dipped to 69%, largely due to illness. We appreciate that many whānau
kept their children home when unwell, which is the right thing to do. By Week 5, we saw an
encouraging rise to 77% of our students attending 90% or more of the time.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us keep attendance strong. Every day at school
counts, and together we can ensure our tamariki have the best opportunities for success.



Inquiry Learning at Blockhouse Bay Primary 

At Blockhouse Bay Primary, we are proud of our strong
focus on Inquiry-based learning. Inquiry allows our
tamariki to make meaningful connections across the
curriculum, weaving together Science, the Social Sciences,
Technology and the Arts in a way that is hands-on,
creative, and engaging.
Our Inquiry Process — I wonder, I find out, I understand, I
take action, I evaluate, I reflect — guides students through
a process of curiosity and discovery. Beginning with a
spark of curiosity, children explore questions that matter
to them, investigate through research and hands-on
experiences, build understanding, and then reflect on
what they have learned. This approach develops not only
knowledge, but also the skills to think critically,
collaborate, and share learning confidently.

Inquiry learning also connects closely with our He Manu Rere – Learner Profile, which shapes the
attributes we want all of our learners to grow. Through inquiry, tamariki strengthen qualities such as
being curious, creative, resilient, respectful , and connected. These attributes help our students to soar
as confident learners and contributors, both in our kura and in the wider world.

Although the refreshed curriculum, Te Mātaiaho, is currently on hold, our approach already reflects its
vision — weaving together learning areas in meaningful , culturally responsive ways and providing a rich,
future-focused learning journey that reflects who we are here in Aotearoa, while ensuring our tamariki
develop the skills and attributes they need for tomorrow.

Inquiry is about igniting a love of learning — nurturing curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking so that
every child can see themselves as a scientist, an artist, a thinker, and a problem solver.

Safety Update

Yellow Gate
For a while at least, we need to make sure that the Yellow Gate by Gill Crescent is locked
during the day. If you do arrive after 9.00am, please escort your children through the car
park and up the grey steps to the office

Crossing on Blockhouse Bay Road
We have had some issues around cars not stopping at the top of Gilfillan Street when they
are turning left. As well as this, it can be hard to see people on the crossing when the buses
are parked right next to the Blockhouse Bay Road crossing. 
Our volunteer parents and senior children look after us on the crossing from 8.15-8.45am
each day and we thank them for their commitment to us all. 
If children are coming to school and using this crossing outside of these times, parents
might want to think about making sure they cross safely when using this crossing. 

Countdown
If parents need to turn right when coming out of the Countdown carpark after school, we
ask that they in fact turn left and come back around the roundabout. This would greatly
improve the flow of traffic coming out of the carpark, as people would not have to wait
behind you. 



Math-a-thon Launch – What a Phenomenal Start!

Kia ora whānau,

We are so excited to share the wonderful news that our Math-a-thon has had

a phenomenal start! In just a matter of days, we have already raised over

$2000 – what an incredible effort!

A huge thank you to all of you who have signed up and gathered sponsors.

Your support makes such a difference for our tamariki. It has been fantastic

to see the enthusiasm and determination of the children as they practise and

learn their maths facts.

You can follow along with our progress by visiting:

 https://blockhousebaymathathon.raiseit.co.nz/

Ngā mihi nui to our amazing community for your generosity, encouragement,

and belief in what our students can achieve. Together, we are making this

fundraiser both meaningful and fun.

https://blockhousebaymathathon.raiseit.co.nz/


Paid Union Meetings
These started this week as the teachers, support staff and principals meet to discuss
the government’s latest offers for pay and conditions. On this occasion, we have
managed to organise the school so that we do not need to ask for the children to
stay home. 
I am sure that everyone hopes that the negotiations run smoothly and there is no
future disruption to the school and children’s learning. 



    School Holiday Programme 






