
A Word from our Principal

Tēnā koutou e te whānau, 

Welcome to Māori Language Week and the last newsletter of term 3. 

School has been a busy place over the last few weeks with lots going on
inside and outside the classrooms.

I hope everyone enjoyed looking at the children’s adornments this week. I
know that they learnt a lot about what these are and how to design and
produce a finished product which is great learning.

The Mathathon was an awesome team effort with almost every child
getting sponsors and learning their maths facts as part of this event. Thank
you to all of our friends and family members who supported us with this. 

We are including the Term Four Events in with this newsletter and ask that
everyone make a note of the dates that affect them. A reminder that we
are having a Teacher Only Day on the 21st November so that we can
continue our work to implement the new curriculum documents. There is
possibly a Strike Day too on Thursday 23  October and school could well
be closed then too. 
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Next term, the Ministry of Education plans to begin the work to fix the
subsidence issue on the eastern side of the school. This will cause
significant levels of noise and disruption for us all for at least 6 months and
we will also need to relocate some classes because of this but hopefully,
this will future proof this area of the school. We will then be able to design
and start the work to make the area where the fences currently are, more
visually appealing and useful. 

We have tried and tried to find out what is happening with the Countdown
carpark next term but have not been able to confirm this with anyone. The
latest information that we have is that the store will close on the 21
October but have had nothing else confirmed. We will continue to try and
find out more and will let you all know as soon as we have an update.
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Lastly, we were pleased to share the Board’s plans for future use of the
swimming pool with you all this week. These decisions were the result of
hundreds of hours of work and I want to acknowledge the work of Elizabeth
Crisp and the Board for this mahi. The feedback so far has been all positive
and we thank people who have taken the time to do this. The school
continues to be part of a WorkSafe investigation and we will update you all
on how this is progressing, when we have more information from them.

We look forward to seeing you all after the holiday break. 
 

Ngā mihu maioha,
Neil Robinson
Principal

Term Three 18th September 2025

Term Four Calendar of Events
Week 1
7th Oct Tuesday  -Pōwhiri 9.00-9:45am
8th Oct Wednesday - Kauri Zoo Trip 
9th Oct Thursday  -Rimu Zoo Trip

Week 2- Diwali week in school
13th Oct Monday- Positive Puberty - Year 5s 
information Zoom for parents/Whanau 6:30 - 7:30pm
14th Oct Tuesday - Diwali Show 1 - 11.00am-11:30am
14th Oct Tuesday - Positive Puberty - Year 5s
17th Oct Friday - Diwali Show 2 - 11.00am-11:30am

Week 3- Niuean Language Week - All Week 
20th Oct Monday - Rimu Assembly 2:15pm - 2:45pm
22nd Oct Wednesday -Photolife - Classes and individuals 
23  October Thursday - Possible Strike Day so
school may be closed

rd

23rd Oct Thursday - Photolife - siblings (to be confirmed
due to Strike day)
24th Oct Friday- Year 6’s to BBI if that is the school they
are going to in 2026

Week 4
27th Oct Monday-  Labour Day - School is closed
29th Oct Wednesday- Year 3-6 Athletics Day Mount Smart
31st Oct Friday - Year 5s Bike Ready Cycle Skills

Week 5
3rd Nov Monday-Year 5s Bike Ready Cycle Skills
4th Nov Tuesday -Year 5s Bike Ready Cycle Skills
6th Nov Thursday - Whānau Reading at Home Workshop -
9.00-10.00am and - 5:30-6:30pm

Week 6
12th Nov Wednesday -Inter-school Athletics Day for
selected students
13th Nov Thursday -Pō Whakanui (Performance Kapa Haka
performing at Rosebank Primary)
14th Nov Friday - Kauri assembly 2:15pm - 2:45pm

Week 7
17th Nov Monday - Rimu Assembly 2:15pm - 2:45pm
19th Nov Wednesday - Whānau Hui (for Māori whānau)
21st Nov Friday -  Teacher only day - School Closed
for the day

Week 9
1st Dec Monday - Rimu Assembly 2:15pm - 2:45pm
5th Dec Friday - Kauri Assembly  2:15pm - 2:45pm

Week 11 
16th Dec Tuesday - Year 6 Graduation 12:45 pm

18th December Thursday - Term 4 ends at 1.30pm



Being an Animal Scientist
Term 4 is just around the corner, and we are excited to introduce our new inquiry theme. The big idea
guiding our learning is that "Scientists observe, wonder and investigate the living world to understand
how animals survive and thrive”.
Our students will be exploring three main lines of inquiry throughout the term:

Classification: How do scientists classify animals? 

Habitats and Adaptation: How do animals survive and thrive? 

Te Taiao and Me: Protecting the animals around us 

This inquiry also links to our He Manu Rere learner profile, focusing on Ako (teaching and learning from
each other), being a Collaborative and Critical Thinker, and being Curious and Creative. Students will
learn to use their imagination, ask questions, and solve problems as they investigate the animal world.
Students will delve into key concepts such as classifying animals into groups like mammals, reptiles, and
birds, and understanding how animals have adapted to their environments. They will also explore the
needs of animals to survive and thrive, and learn about the threats animals face, both in Aotearoa and
globally.
We are all looking forward to our zoo trips, which will serve as a provocation for our inquiry. A reminder
that the Kauri classes will go on Wednesday, October 8, and the Rimu classes will go on Thursday,
October 9. Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help; your child's teacher will be in touch soon
with more details.



Board of Trustees Update
On behalf of the community, I would like to thank our current Board of Trustees for all of the work that they have
done over the last three years. Nick Demspey, Rosie Williams, Annuncia Gallaher, Simon Mahoney, Tarawhati Williams
and Jane Warne have provided wise governance and incredible support to the school over this time and we are very
grateful to them for their time and commitment. I also want to thank their families who have supported our Board
members to give so generously of their time. 

Thank you once again to the brave parents who put their names forward to be on the Board of Trustees for the next
three years. Congratulations to the successful candidates who will begin their work next term. A reminder that the
new Board consists of Nick Dempsey, Rosie Williams, Sijia Perry, Keyur Patel, Greg Cain, Jane Warne and Neil
Robinson. 

                                                TERM FOUR UNIFORM

With the warmer weather about to hit, we will no doubt see an increase in jumpers
and hats being put on and taken off.
Please, please, please make sure that all uniform items have your family name in and
that these are really easy to read. These will help us to make sure that children’s
items are returned to them.
Please note too that all children will need to have a school hat to wear at school from
the start of term four.
If your child does not have one, now is the time to get these purchased so that they
are ready to wear from the 6th October onwards.

Possible Strike Action
Parents may have read in the media about a possible strike day for

school staff in term four. If it does go ahead, school is likely to be closed
on Thursday 23rd October. Families are advised to prepare for this in

case it does go ahead.





    School Holiday Programme 








