
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th December 2022 

Dear Parents and Whānau, 

The juniors have certainly had big week with 
the Pōhutukawa Camp Day and Junior 
Athletics proving very popular and this time, 
the weather was great for these events. Thank 
you to our organisers Mina Lala and Sally 
Kilpatrick and to everyone who came along 
and joined in the fun.  
We like to start each year with face-to-face 
meetings with parents, children and teachers 
and these will be taking place all day on 
Tuesday 7th February 2023. We think that 
these are really important and want to meet 
with everyone, so the teachers are here 
having meetings from 8.20am-7.00pm on this 
day. Booking times open at 5.00pm on Monday 
evening so my advice is to get in early to get 
the time you would like. Please read the 
information sheet that will be sent out on Hero next Monday for instructions on how to book a time 
that suits you.  

As we are finishing school for the year at 1.30pm next Friday, the final newsletter of the year will be 
posted next Wednesday. 

Remember to pick up your pool key from the office if you would like your family to use this over the 
break.  

Neil Robinson,   
Principal  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TERM FOUR CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Wed 14 Dec Year Six Graduation 1.00pm start 

Thurs 15 Dec 
Fri 16 Dec 
Fri 16 Dec 

Sausage Sizzle - $2 each 
Mufti Day – Gold Coin Donation  
Term Four Ends - 1.30pm finish 
 

TERM ONE 2023 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Tues 7th Feb 
Wed 8th Feb 
Thurs 6th April 
Mon 24th April 
Tues 25th April 

Meet the Whānau meetings 
8.50am – Term One Commences 
Term One Ends 
Term Two Commences 
Anzac Day (No school this day) 

Fri 2nd June 
Mon 6th June 

Teacher Only Day (No school this day) 
Queens Birthday (No school this day) 

Fri 30th June 
Mon 17th July 
Fri 22nd Sept 
Mon 9th Oct 
Mon 23rd Oct 
Wed 20th Dec 
 

Term Two Ends 
Term Three Commences 
Term Three Ends 
Term Four Commences 
Labour Day (No school this day) 
Term Four Ends 

 

SCHOOL CLOSES FOR THE YEAR on Friday 16th December at 1.30pm 
Please ensure that you have made arrangements for your children from this time. 

Before School Care will operate on this day but there is no After School Care.  
Please note that unsupervised children cannot stay at school or be at the Blockhouse Bay Public Library 

 

今年z整个学年的最后一天是12月16日(周五)。当天下午一点半1:30pm放学。 

敬请家长按时把孩子们接回家，当天下午没有after school care。 

请注意，无人陪伴的孩子在闭校以后不能独自呆在学校，也不能待在blockhouse bay公共图书馆 

 

Pōhutukawa team children 
enjoying the camp day this week. 

Junior Athletics Day was 

lots of fun! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTING STAFF MEMBERS  
The end of next week will also signal the end of time as this school for some of our valued members of 
staff:  

Simon Mahoney has only worked for us for a few months but has fitted in really well to the staff, providing 
extra support to many children who have needed it. They have appreciated and benefited from his calm 
and friendly manner and the skilful way that he has been able to help them at school. Sadly, a reduction 
in funding meant that we were unable to keep Simon at the school but know that we will still see him 
around both as a parent and Board member.  

Lily Borren started here at the beginning of 2022 working as a junior teacher in the Pohutukawa team. 
Room 18 have been very lucky to have such a warm and friendly teacher and they will certainly miss being 
in her class. Lily also took on responsibility for the Netball and Flippa ball teams part-way through the 
year and has done a great job of liaising with the parents and coordinating these groups. Lily’s partner 
now resides in Hamilton, and so she is making the move to ‘The Tron’ to continue her teaching career 
there.  

Athlene Wallbank begun working at the school in 2020 and has been a key member of staff ever since. 
Initially working in the Kauri team, Athlene moved to Rimu at the start of this year and has had a big 
influence in both areas of the school. Her humour, knowledge and experience has been a real asset to the 
school and the children have certainly benefited from having her as their teacher. Athlene’s family have 
relocated to Papakura and the travel has forced a change in her living circumstances. Athlene too has been 
snapped up by another lucky school.  

Robyn Joyce has had some health and family issues and chose to take leave in 2022 but has since decided 
to resign her position at the school. Robyn began working at Blockhouse Bay School in 2012 and has taught 
in all areas of the school since then. She has held many positions of responsibility over this time including 
being a Team Leader. We do hope that things improve enough for Robyn to return to the school at some 
point in the future.  

 

MEET THE WHĀNAU CONFERENCES 2023 
These meetings will be held on Tuesday 7th February 2023.  This is an opportunity for you, your child and 

family to come and meet your child’s teacher, get to know the classroom and share imortant information 

together before school starts. 

These will be held from 8.20am until 7.00pm on this day. 

You will receive information on Hero on how to book these meetings next Monday. Bookings will open at 

5.00pm on Monday evening.  You can also go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter the school code 

3nvfy and press the GO button. 

Next Monday you will also receive information on HERO about your child’s new room for next year and 

other relevent information for 2023. 

 

SCHOOL ORGANISATION IN 2023 

We spend a lot of time working out how the school will be organised each year and preparing for 2023 was 
no exception. It is quite common for us to have two-year levels in the same class and we have found that 
this is very beneficial to students as it extends their opportunities in both leadership and social 
development.  
 
Numbers of students at each level is also a consideration as we are staffed on total numbers of students 
in the school rather than particular year groups and we need to make sure that the class numbers are as 
even as we can make them. Therefore in 2023, we have a number of mixed level classes and we have found 
this to be very successful in the past. We can assure everyone that these classes are not streamed 
academically, and that each child is taught at their level irrespective of the class they are in. 
 
 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSES FOR NEXT YEAR 

On Monday we will be letting the children know which class they are in for 2023 if they are returning to 
Blockhouse Bay Primary School. We do this so that the children are not worried about this during the summer 
break. 

Deciding which children will go to which class is a very complex task and the staff spend many hours working 
on this. As part of this process, we consider things such as friendships, personalities that we feel will get on 
with each other and keeping certain children apart if necessary. We also look for a balance of gender, ability, 
ethnicity and other needs. 

For these reasons, moving children from one class to another after they have been decided is quite problematic 
as it can have a domino effect and upset the balance of what we have tried to achieve. Parents who do wish us 
to give consideration for a change will need to email the office letting us know why you wish this to be 
considered. We will then consider this request, although once again, it is unlikely that a change will be made 
unless there are very compelling reasons to do so. We will contact parents if we feel we do need further 
information as part of this review process.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


